








COOPERATION

The Czech Republic and Norway bring together craftsmen to unlock and safeguard the many

secrets of heritage preservation. Carpenters from both countries work together on site at the
Wallachian Open Air Museum, one of the region’s most important tourist destinations.

The Wallachian Open Air Museum
features replicas of historical homes,
farmsteads and workplaces of the south-
east rural region of the Czech Republic.
In the midst of one of the small wooden
towns, Czech and Norwegian carpenters
intently hammer nails into a replica of a
traditional Wallachian barn. Although
the group takes their craft seriously,
the carpenters fill the air with jokes and
laughter as their construction strides
towards completion.

SHARED PASSION In a workshop like
this, visiting experts from Norwegian
Crafts Development at Maihaugen will
stay for a week in the Czech village of
Roznov, sharing their experiences in
preserving historic timber buildings
with the museum’s local craftsmen.
During the course of the 48-month EEA
and Norway Grants project at the open
air museum, ten replicas of historical
Wallachian village buildings will be
raised, among them a barn, a church, a
pub and a school.

To Véclav Mikusek, Deputy Director of
the Wallachian Open Air Museum, the
bilateral cooperation is one of the greatest
assets of the project. After a somewhat
tentative start, due in no small part to
language Dbarriers, collaboration has
flourished and close bonds have developed
between the craftsmen. “The partnership
hasalready developed further than anyone
had expected’, says Eivind Falk, Director
of Norwegian Crafts Development.
Learning from crafts traditions other
than one’s own is mutually rewarding for
all parties, adding value to the project
quite apart from the actual recreation of
the historical buildings.

WALLACHIA

LIVING PIECE OF HISTORY
Maintaining the respect for and
knowledge about the folk culture of the
historically poor and underprivileged
region of Wallachia is at the core of
the project. At the open air museum,
cultural heritage is recreated and
brought to life every day. “The main
idea of its founders was to build a ‘living
museuny, and we want to keep it that
way’, says Mikusek. A year-round cycle
of activities make visitors assistants in
helping to further the preservation of
folk customs by taking part in old ways
of farming and traditional crafts.

REDEVELOPING AN OPEN AIR MUSEUM

Promoted by Wallachian Open Air Museum in RoZnov pod Radhostem, the Czech

Republic.

In cooperation with Norwegian Crafts Development — Open Air Museum Maihaugen.

Aims to restore and redevelop the collections of the museum, in order to preserve the
folk cultural heritage of the Wallachia region.

Granted € 2.7 million in support.



A bit further along from where the
craftsmen are plying their trade, a
visiting group of children gain hands-on

experience with what living cultural
heritage entails. In a solid timber house,
the children sit very still on hardwood
benches, listening attently to a stern
teacher who is not taking any excuses
from the ones that fail to answer his
questions. The educational tool of
interactivity has the children bursting
with a mixture of apprehension and
excitement for having moved their
classroom into the real-world of the
Wallachian 19th century.

LONG TERM COOPERATION The
EEA and Norway Grants project ends
in 2010, but the museum’ task is an
ongoing one. Museum Deputy Director
Mikusek expects the activities in the
village to multiply over time. The same
goes for the collaboration with the
Norwegian craftsmen, who will continue
to be heavily involved in developing the
collections of the Wallachian Open Air
Museum.
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Staff from the Wallachian Open Air Museum teaches
traditional Czech handicrafts to Norwegian school children
during a visit to Norwegian Crafts Development at Maihaugen.

The partnership has already developed
further than anyone had expected.

Eivind Falk, Director of Norwegian Crafts Development

Buoyed by the vibrant cooperation
between the Czech and Norwegian
builders, other crafts experts have joined
in on the project. Norwegian bakers,
blacksmiths and textile experts have
visited and will continue to visit the
museum to study the traditions of the
Wallachian region, ensuring a broad
exchange of experience and skills and
enhancing the preservation of both
Czech and Norwegian cultural heritage.



EEA 3nd Norway Grants

The EEA and Norway Grants are implemented in cooperation between the donor
states and the beneficiary states, with the Financial Mechanism Office (FMO) in
Brussels as the day-to-day secretariat. A national Focal Point is the co-ordinating
authority in each beneficiary state, also responsible for open calls for individual
project proposals and prioritisation of received applications.

Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway make decisions on applications based on grant
recommendations from the FMO. The decision-making body of the EEA Grants is
the Financial Mechanism Committee (FMC), consisting of representatives of the
ministries of foreign affairs of the three donor states. For the Norway Grants, the
decision-making body is the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The EEA and Norway Grants 2004-2009 had a five-year commitment period, which
expired on 30 April 2009. Projects may be implemented until 30 April 2011, and
several nationally operated funds and programmes will continue with open calls and
award grants until early 2010.

The Norway Grants for Bulgaria and Romania are set up as bilateral cooperation
programmes administered separately by Innovation Norway.

Further information about the EEA and Norway Grants, including contact details to
all involved institutions, is available on www.eeagrants.org
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iceland liechtenstein norway

Financial Mechanism Office
Rue Joseph II 12-16 (mailing address)
Bd du Régent 47-48 (visiting address)
B-1000 Brussels
www.eeagrants.org
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